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Ms. Jyothi Ravichandran, Programme Specialist at UNICEF, collaborated
with Americares to delve into the realm of psychosocial support
customized for children in emergency situations. Participants gained
valuable insights into trauma-informed approaches, resilience-building
techniques, and the importance of creating safe and supportive
environments for children affected by emergencies.

The session emphasized the importance of gender-sensitive approaches,
community engagement, and empowerment initiatives in addressing the
holistic well-being of women affected by emergencies. Ms. Sushmita
Mukherjee, PCI Global India conducted the session. Participants gained
valuable insights into the nuanced challenges women face in crisis
situations, including gender-based violence and access to essential
services. 

Partnering with Americares, Ms. Farhana Naznin, MHPSS Technical
Specialist at Handicap International - Humanity & Inclusion Bangladesh,
conducted a compelling session addressing Psychosocial Support for
Persons with Disabilities in emergency settings. The dialogue centered on
embracing inclusive methodologies and strategies to safeguard the
welfare of this marginalized community. 

The discourse centered on adopting inclusive methodologies and
effective techniques to safeguard the welfare of this vulnerable
demographic. The session emphasized the importance of prioritizing the
well-being and rights of persons with disabilities, highlighting practical
approaches to promote resilience and holistic recovery in crisis situations.
Ms. Farhana Naznin, MHPSS Technical Specialist at Handicap
International - Humanity & Inclusion Bangladesh. 

In collaboration with IAG Nagaland, a thought-provoking panel discussion convened by
Rev. Amos Humtsoe, Mr. Samuel Therieh, and Mr. Jenpu Rhakho Rongmei illuminated
indigenous perspectives on disaster preparedness. The session not only underscored the
invaluable indigenous knowledge but also emphasized the role of community-driven
initiatives in fostering resilience. Participants gained profound insights into traditional
practices, community solidarity, and the importance of cultural heritage in mitigating
disaster risks. 

Mr. Subhashis Roy, Sphere Trainer & Programme Manager at Lutheran Disaster
Response (LDR) - International, delivered an insightful introduction to Sphere Standards,
elucidating their practical application in humanitarian settings. Felicity Fallon, Learning and
Events Manager, further underscored the critical role of these standards in optimizing
disaster response strategies, ensuring accountability, and upholding the dignity of affected
populations. An understanding of core principles guiding humanitarian action and the
importance of adherence to established standards for delivering timely and effective
assistance. 

Sphere India has diligently monitored various types of hazards throughout the entire month including
cold wave, fog, conflict and developed 01 situation reports on Manipur humanitarian crisis.
Additionally, the organization has disseminated 04 alerts, specifically addressing the threats posed
by fog and cold wave.

COP28 witnessed the conclusion and presentation on global progress on climate action
against the Paris Agreement Goals. The stocktake was aimed at identifying gaps to
accelerate equitable and gender-just climate action. The COP28 aimed to display high
ambition and accelerate action on mitigation and adaptation and the means to deliver on
action through climate finance. This publication is an aim to unilaterally present climate
centric outcomes and implications of the 28th Conference of the Parties (COP28)
including snippets on India’s stances and achievements. COP28, a pivotal global
environmental summit focused on climate change, featured critical discussions and
agreements impacting India's environmental policies, economy, and societal
frameworks. The report is open for inputs and suggestions. 

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) celebrated
its 150th year of service, with Vice President Shri
Jagdeep Dhankar as Chief Guest and Union Minister of
Earth Sciences Shri Kiren Rijiju as Guest of Honour.
The event recognized IMD's pivotal role in increasing
farmers' income through weather forecasts and its
contribution to safe aviation. The release of the
Mausam Gram platform aligns with government
initiatives for inclusive weather forecasting. IMD's
advancements include enhanced observational
networks and the introduction of climate services under
the National Framework of Climate Services, aiming for
a climate-smart India.

The Vice President of India, Shri Jagdeep Dhankar graced the
occasion as Chief Guest in the inaugural ceremony celebration of

150th years of its establishment. 

The National Program for Climate Change and Human Health (NPCCHH) emphasizes
capacity building for healthcare professionals, with Nodal Officers overseeing state and
district-level implementation. Recently, a three-day workshop at the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) headquarters focused on training District Nodal Officers
(DNOs) to address climate-sensitive health issues, particularly in urban areas. The
workshop featured case studies covering topics like extreme weather impacts, air
pollution, and vector-borne diseases. Twenty case studies were presented, showcasing
successful actions in the health sector to mitigate climate change impacts. Case studies
proved instrumental in practical learning and implementation coordination. 

Key dignitaries present at the inaugural session included Ms. Leena
Nandan, Environment Secretary, Mr. Amitabh Kant, G20 Sherpa,
Mr. K Rajaraman, Chairman, IFSCA, Mr. Mike Hankey, U.S. Consul
General, and Mr. Nadir Godrej, Chairman & MD, Godrej Industries,
and Chairman, Godrej Agrovet

The Climate Conference 2024, themed "Decoding the
Green Transition for India," convened on January 12,
2024, in Mumbai, Maharashtra, organized by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
The event emphasized the pivotal role of the private
sector, climate tech startups, and institutional investors
in mobilizing financial resources and technical
capabilities. Dignitaries like Ms. Leena Nandan,
Secretary, MoEFCC, and Mr. Amitabh Kant, G20
Sherpa, underscored India's commitment to net-zero
by 2070 and discussed strategies for boosting climate
finance, promoting renewable energy, and scaling up
innovative climate solutions.

This compendium on “Millets Mainstreaming in India, Asian and African Countries-A
Compendium of Inspiring Stories from Field” is the outcome of NITI Aayog’s
collaboration with the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) to map and
support exchange of best practices for millets mainstreaming in Asia and Africa. The
initiative supports the documentation of good practices, lessons learnt and presents
an opportunity of experience sharing amongst Asian and African developing countries.
The Mapping and Exchange of Good Practices (MEGP) Initiative received a total of
227 applications. Documentation of these learnings will be useful for the policy
makers and practitioners who are committed to strengthen the millet value chain and
mainstream millets.  Read More>>

Global Economic Prospects: Chief Economists Expectations for the Year Ahead 

The 54th Annual Meeting of the World
Economic Forum provided a crucial
space to focus on the fundamental
principles driving trust, including
transparency, consistency, and
accountability. This year, the Annual
Meeting welcomed over 100
governments, all major international
organizations, 1000 Forum’s Partners,
as well as civil society leaders, experts,
youth representatives, social
entrepreneurs, and news outlets. Davos
2024 opened with a call for global
cooperation. Professor Klaus Schwab,
Founder and Executive Chairman of the
World Economic Forum, explained the
diverse and profound challenges the
world faced. At the beginning of each
year, the state of the world is analysed
in a systemic and strategic way. 

India's Climate Action Journey: One of the world's biggest challenges today is climate
change, and India realizes the importance of cooperation in addressing it. For its part, India
has voluntarily committed to an ambitious reduction in emissions intensity, notwithstanding
its immense energy needs to meet its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With these
commitments in mind, it has integrated its environmental and climate goals into its inclusive
development agenda. Environmentally sustainable, low-carbon and climate-resilient
initiatives underpin all critical sectors of the Indian economy. India has embraced disruptive
technologies and implementation models to fast-track sustainable development, which are
paying rich dividends. Read More>>

State of Finance for Nature (2023):  Underlying geopolitical tensions combined with the
eruption of active hostilities in multiple regions is contributing to an unstable global order
characterized by polarizing narratives, eroding trust and insecurity. At the same time,
countries are grappling with the impacts of record-breaking extreme weather, as climate-
change adaptation efforts and resources fall short of the type, scale and intensity of
climaterelated events already taking place. Together, this leaves ample room for accelerating
risks – like misinformation and disinformation – to propagate in societies that have already
been politically and economically weakened in recent years. Read More>>

Climate Inequality Report 2023:  The climate crisis has begun to disrupt human societies
by severely affecting the very foundations of human livelihood and social organisation.
Climate impacts are not equally distributed across the world: on average, low- and middle-
income countries suffer greater impacts than their richer counterparts. At the same time, the
climate crisis is also marked by significant inequalities within countries. The aim of this
report is twofold. It endeavours first to shed light on these various dimensions of climate
inequality in a systematic and detailed analysis, focusing on low- and middle-income
countries in particular. Read More>>

Enhancing Mainstreaming Gender Equality and Social Inclusion in NBS for Climate
Change Adaption: This technical report offers contextual information, tools and
recommendations to help plan, design, and implement nature-based solutions for
adaptation that advance gender equality and social inclusion while enhancing resilience,
biodiversity, and ecosystem integrity. It contributes to the nascent field of gender-responsive
and inclusive NbS by providing practitioners working on NbS programming with guidance on
how to consider gender and other intersecting identity factors that are grounded in a human
rights-based approach at each stage of their NbS projects. Read More>>

Transforming Energy Demand: In this paper, the Transforming Energy Demand initiative
outlines actions for businesses and countries to enhance energy management, efficiency
and carbon intensity reduction. It highlights commercially beneficial levers, implementable
with existing technologies, to impact the transition significantly. Adopting measures for
energy-efficient output and service delivery is essential for businesses and countries to
sustain economic growth and achieve net-zero goals. As the global population and energy
demand rise, particularly in developing markets, implementing public policies and fostering
value chain collaborations are key to managing energy consumption and reducing carbon
intensity. Read More>>

Reclassifying historical disasters: From single to Multi-Hazards: This study analyzes
123 years of data (1900–2023) from the EM-DAT global disaster database to identify multi-
hazard events. Findings show a rising trend in reporting multi-hazard events, with
approximately 19% of recorded disasters classified as such. Most occur in Asia and North
America, highlighting the necessity for a comprehensive multi-hazard database integrating
local observations. The results, however, underscore the imperative need to create a
dedicated multi-hazard database that integrates local and regional hazard observation data.
Read More>>

The Development, Climate, and Nature Crisis: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and climate objectives remain out of reach. The evidence is clear: addressing climate change
and achieving the SDGs are inextricably intertwined. Co-benefits far outweigh trade-offs. By
maximizing these synergies, we can also bridge investment gaps worth trillions of dollars.
Synergistic action should be a required component of national commitments, reporting and
financing for climate and development goals. We must act on the climate emergency and
sustainable development together now, or we risk not solving them at all Read More>>

Carbon Dioxide Removal: Best-Practice Guidelines: This publication focuses on carbon
removal, as despite warnings, global temperatures already surpass 1.5°C higher than pre-
industrial levels on one-third of days. Scientists predict humanity will exhaust its carbon
budget within five to six years to limit warming. Despite the Paris Agreement, emissions rise.
Decarbonization is crucial, but removing excess CO2 from the atmosphere is equally urgent.
Current natural solutions are insufficient. New engineered carbon dioxide removal (CDR)
technologies like biochar and direct air capture are crucial. The First Movers Coalition (FMC)
aims to drive demand and commercialization of these technologies, urging corporate leaders
to act now. Read More>>

UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women UNESCO World Heritage Convention
Digital Invest is a U.S. government-funded program
overseen by a team of technical experts at USAID who
provide highly customized support to the private sector.
Its purpose is to select and support investment fund
managers, wholesale internet infrastructure providers,
and other private sector partners to accelerate new
investments that benefit digital finance and internet
service providers in emerging markets.
Grant Amount: 500000 $
Organization: USAID 
Deadline: 15 April 2024

Read More>>

Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with
today, and what we pass on to future generations. Our
cultural and natural heritage are both irreplaceable
sources of life and inspiration. The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification,
protection and preservation of cultural and natural
heritage around the world. 
Grant Amount: 10 Million - 107.5 Million Euros
Organization: EU - India and MoES
Deadline: 31 Oct 2024
Read More >>

Message from CEO

Dear Readers,

As we step into 2024, North India grapples with a severe cold wave this month, underscoring the complex
interplay between weather patterns and climate change. Such extreme weather events highlight the urgency of
bolstering disaster risk reduction measures and enhancing resilience in vulnerable regions. In response,
concerted efforts are needed to implement adaptive strategies, including improved infrastructure, early warning
systems, and community preparedness initiatives, to mitigate the impacts of future cold waves and other climate-
related hazards. This necessitates a proactive approach towards climate adaptation and disaster management to
safeguard lives and livelihoods in the face of evolving environmental challenges.

The January 2024 updates mark the commemoration of the Indian Meteorological Department's 150 years of
exemplary public service in weather forecasting. This edition of Samanvay features updates from our members
on Cyclone Michaung relief efforts, along with Sphere India's program updates and highlights from the
government and international humanitarian community. Additionally, it includes significant events and initiatives
by our member organizations, upcoming events, and future plans. We endeavor to ensure that our newsletters
are informative and beneficial to our readership, and we appreciate your feedback and suggestions to achieve
this goal.

I take this opportunity to express gratitude to all our members, partners, staff, and volunteers for their unwavering
support and dedication. We are committed to enhancing synergies among diverse stakeholders and welcome
any feedback to improve our programs and monthly bulletin. Our aim is to ensure that our monthly bulletins serve
as valuable sources of information. Your feedback and suggestions are invaluable as we strive to enhance the
quality and relevance of our communications.

Warm Regards,

Vikrant Mahajan
CEO, Sphere India
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Program Update

 Knowledge & Capacity Sharing

Psychosocial Support Series: Social Inclusion During Emergencies

Sphere India in collaboration with Americares and Handicap International - Humanity and Inclusion has been
undertaking a progression from the National ToT, a continuous platform for knowledge exchange, skill
enhancement, and collaboration among experts, resource persons, and participants through a series of webinars.
As part of the awareness building there have been several regional Trainings on Psychosocial Support (PSS) in
Emergencies undertaken in the January and scheduled for February for local CSOs and volunteers across various
regions of India. These sessions will be facilitated by trained ToT participants and local stakeholders, fostering a
cadre of professionals capable of offering psychosocial support to communities post-disaster. The webinars will
prepare ToT participants to effectively lead the ensuing trainings.

ToT Session for Children in Emergencies 

ToT Session for Women in Emergencies 

ToT Session for Persons with Disabilities in Emergencies 

ToT for Strategies and Techniques during Emergencies

Panel Discussion: Indigenous Wisdom & Approaches to Disaster Preparedness: Nagaland

Introduction to Sphere Standards: Enhancing Disaster Response Effectiveness

 Inter-Agency Coordination

Sphere India Coordination Efforts in Manipur Humanitarian Crisis 

Sectoral Highlights: January 
Across various sectors, significant developments have been underway. Sectoral committees across are actively
engaged in policy brief creation, handbook revisions, and consultation planning. In Health, Climate Change and
Health Advocacy recommendations are being refined, while the Shelter sector focuses on urban resilience against
flooding. The Protection sector advances with policy brief drafts and handbook revisions, while the Food and
Nutrition Security sector addresses disaster-affected populations. WaSH sector initiatives include handbook
revisions and policy brief drafting, emphasizing inclusive action and resilient systems in India. These endeavors
signify robust efforts towards sectoral improvement and preparedness.

 Collaborative Advocacy

Decoding COP 28 For India : Navigating Challenges & Charting Strategies for India's
Climate Course (Draft Version) 

News from IAGs and State Networks

Inter Agency Group, Andhra Pradesh 
The Inter Agency Group in Andhra Pradesh convened its monthly review meeting to discuss ongoing activities and
share pertinent updates. Representatives from various organizations collaborated to assess progress, identify
challenges, and strategize for collective action. The meeting also served as a platform for networking and
strengthening partnerships to better address the evolving needs of communities in the region.

Minutes of the Meeting >>

News from Members: Special Feature of Cyclone Michaung Efforts this Month

Caritas India distributions to affected Populations Cyclone Michaung
In the aftermath of Cyclone Michaung in Andhra Pradesh, Caritas India, together with Siements limited, swiftly
activated its response mechanism. Mobilizing prepositioned shelter kits from Kolkata, the collaborative effort
supported across six districts—East Godavari, Nellore, Konna Seema, Prakasham, Krishna, and Bapatla—within
four days. Focused on coastal communities, the intervention prioritized addressing immediate shelter needs.
Caritas India's rapid and targeted assistance, supported by Siemens Limited, stands as a testament to effective
disaster response and support for vulnerable communities affected by Cyclone Michaung.

HCL Foundation, Sphere India and Other CSOs: Inter-Agency Coordination 
As part of Cyclone Michaung response efforts in Chennai, coordination efforts with NGOs, UNICEF, and
government bodies  were prioritized. Sphere India along with HCL Foundation and other supporting organisations
led the Joint Rapid Needs Assessments, engaging with government officials for support, and strengthening inter-
agency coordination. Challenges included delays in responses from government representatives and the need for
improved communication within the Inter-Agency Group. Future plans include expanding coordination networks
and organizing training sessions for partners.

ADRA India's Cyclone Michaung Response Efforts 
ADRA India has worked on the ground, aiding 15,173 evacuees, during the response efforts, the urgent needs that
arose were hygiene kits, shelter and other support. The torrential rains from Cyclone Michaung wreaked havoc in
Tamil Nadu, claiming seven lives and displacing thousands to relief camps as Chennai and nearby districts
grappled with severe flooding. ADRA India mobilised support to aid in cleanup efforts, focusing on the
Gummidipoondi Sri Lankan Rehabilitation Camp in Tiruvallur district, supporting 2700 residents. 

These stories have been taken from our members social media updates

Updates from the Government  

India Meteorological Department celebrates 150th Year of its establishment and service to
the nation

Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change submits proposals for Wetland City
Accreditation under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands for cities of Indore, Bhopal and
Udaipur
The Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change submitted proposals for Wetland City Accreditation
(WCA) under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands for Indore, Bhopal, and Udaipur. These cities, with notable
wetlands like Sirpur Lake, Bhoj Wetland, and Fateh Sagar Wetland, are vital for flood regulation and cultural
values. WCA aims to recognize cities safeguarding urban wetlands and promote their conservation. The initiative
aligns with the Amrit Dharohar initiative, fostering conservation values of Ramsar Sites. The accreditation
enhances public awareness and implementation of wetland conservation nationwide. Read More>>

Climate Change and Health: Driving Local Action

Climate Conference 2024 “Decoding the Green Transition for India” organized by Ministry
of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India

Millets Mainstreaming in India, Asian and African Countries

Updates from International Humanitarian Community: Climate Action

World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2024 

Grants and Opportunities

Upcoming Events and Plans Ahead
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