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Flash Flood in Lakhimpur & Dhemaji Districts of Assam  
July, 2011
Joint Rapid Assessment Report by  

State Inter Agency Group-ASSAM
Date of Assessment:   22nd and 23rd July, 2011

Assessment Team:

	Team – 1 ( Lakhimpur)
	Team -2 (Dhemaji)

	Jonas Lakra- Caritas 
	Abdul Hasib- Action Aid

	Kapal-  CRS
	Bhaswar Banerjee- Oxfam India

	Robin Borgohain-  IGSSS
	Luit Goswami- RVC

	Dipeen Saikia- RVC
	Krishna Chetri- RVC

	Godwin Hemron- TSSS
	Naba Jyoti Deori North Easter Club,Jonai

	Pradip- Peoples Action for Development
	Promod Pauo North Easter Club,Jonai

	Rajen Saikia- IGSSS
	Ram Chandra Koli, RVC


Background:

Heavy rainfall in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam led to floods has had an adverse impact in 533 villages across of 6 districts as on 21st July, 2011. As per media reports, 334463 people as on 21st July,2011 in the first wave of floods. Flood waters also submerged a large portion of Kaziranga sanctuary in the district of Golaghat. Parts of the Jorhat district were also reported flood. Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi made an aerial survey of the flood affected areas in the districts of Lakhimpur, Dhemaji and Jorhat on 20th July,2011. Assam State Inter agency group had an emergency meeting on 20th July, 2011 and decided to have a joint assessment of the flood affected districts of Lakhimpur and Dhemaji. The joint assessment carried out by the members of the state inter agency group on 22nd and 23rd of July, 2011 at Lakhimpur and Dhemaji. 
Continuous rain in Arunachal Pradesh led to flash flood in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur districts of Assam. Flood started on 10th July and forced people to come out their houses and take shelter on the roads and embankments on 15th and 16th July 2011 in twin districts. The nature of flood was flash flood caused by rivers like Ranganadi, Gavoru, Jiabhorali, Dikrong and other tributeris in Lakhimpur and Lali (Siang), Jia Dhal, Na-Nadi and Cemen river in Dhemaji district.Rushing down of flood water from these rivers broke the embankments, bridges and washed away agricultural lands and houses, village roads. During the period, one reported to be dead. Flood water affected human life, livestock, household items, houses, agriculture transportation and infrastructure

.  
Details of Assessment Areas:

	District
	Block/ Circle
	Panchyats
	Villages

	Dhemaji
	Junai
	Silla & Bahir Jonai
	1. Bera Sapori, 

2. 1 & 2 no Tari Basti, 

3. Tari Majgaon, 

4. Tari Kosari , 

5. Bera Mess, 

6. Bera Ghat. 

 (Bera Ghat village was entirely eroded by the river.)

	
	Gogamukh
	Narwathan
	Kesukana Sapori

	Lakhimpur
	Nowboisa
	Uttar Laluk
	Dhekiajuli

	
	Telahi
	Pachim Telahi
	Kharkati Baligaon

	
	
	Luit Kabulu
	Modaibil Manual

Rajen Missing

	
	Bordoloni
	
	Teringbomia


Map of Assessed area of Dhemaji & Lakhimpur:
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Damage Overview of the Visited area ( As per DDMA damage assessment report 22nd July,2011) :
	District
	Area Affected (Hect)
	No of Revenue Circle affected
	No of Village Affected
	No of Population Affected
	No of House damage
	No of Relief camp Operational

	Dhemaji
	4070
	3
	37
	18093
	47
	219 (including temporary/ makeshift shelter) & 2 cattle treatment camp

	Lakhimpur
	882.22 
	2
	6
	9450
	75
	2 (government)
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Field Visit Observations:

General:
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During the assessment it is found that - 

· Flooding has been primarily caused by continuous heavy rainfall for four days in Arunachal & upper Assam reaches resulting excess water level in Bramhaputra & its tributaries and breaching of embankments.

· As rain stops the water level of the Bramhaputra & its tributaries started decreasing and the flood water also started residing from the villages.

· Affected people have taken shelters on nearby embankments and schools. Most of the camps are spontaneous and set up by the community itself. There is a village called Bera Ghat under silla panchyat in Jonai block were completely eroded and 45 families were permanently displaced.  

· Government response has been observed in the form of tarpaulin sheets (12X 15) and food items (Rice, Dal & Salt).

· Flood water starts receding and people have started returning to their houses in some of the villages.

· The process of cleaning inundated houses has initiated by the community.

· It will be only a matter of few days, most of the people will be able to go back to their homes expected those completely eroded or washed away which could be maximum 2-3%.

· Due to Na-Nadi river diversion in Dhemaji block, Kechukhona Kosari village is cut off from rest of the district. 45 families stranded and taking shelter in chang (raised platform). As per local community, 13 pregnant women are living in this village. 5 houses were completely washed. Government has provided food items to the affected families. Sonowal Kachari Autinomous Council (SKAC) has provided 2 bundles of GI sheet to 5 families and 1 tarpaulin sheet to 40 families. SKAC also provided mosquito net and lantern to each family.   

· Repairing of the breached embankment is the priority now. In some area people were building temporary bridges and even trying to block the force of the water by repairing the broken and the weak embankments

· For affected people who have lost the current crop (and harvest) may require some support until the next cropping season. But detail agricultural damage assessment has not been conducted yet and no compassion package declared.  

· During the assessment it is found that 98% people from relief camp had shifted to their original homes. 

· Some people have lost their houses. They will need support in repair/reconstruction and this should need to be advocated with the government if there is no support being provided to them.

· Cattles were on the roads and embankments.

Public Health-Water Sanitation:
During the assessment it is found that -
· For last 24 hours flood water level has started receding and many of the submerged hand pumps are becoming accessible. However, the water drawn from such sources appears to be turbid and possibly contaminated (Direct observation & Community feedback). Govt set-up few shallow hand pumps near camps but as per community the water is not good because of heavy iron content. 
· In visited area Multipurpose health workers of block PHE found with essential medicine. There is no health camp found in the affected area.  Discussions with community revealed that people are not treating the drinking water before use as they do not have any water purifier like geoline/halogen/ aquatabs. 

· It has been found in most of the household are having water storage container. 

· There are no efforts found by government or local NGOs in hand-pump disinfection/chlorination work or basic hygiene promotion & Environmental cleanliness. 
· As per PHC workers, there are no cases of acute diarrhoea reported. However, sporadic cases are reported and average 8-10 people have been given ORS daily. There are also cases of fever and skin disease. Daily the health workers are distributing the medicines for fever to 50-60 families (average).  
· Due to submergence of household latrines, affected people are practicing open defecation on/near the embankments or field. As per the community, this came out as most significant problem.
Shelter:
· It has been found that some of the houses which are closure to the river (other side of the embankment) have collapsed or about to be collapsed, in some villages the water eroded the entire land and all fixed household assets were washed away.
· People had to take shelter in the embankment or relief camps established in schools. 

· Tarpaulin has been distributed by the government to the affected families but the quality is not up to the mark.  

· It was also observed that where water receded, people have started cleaning and repairing their houses on their own. 

· Out of the entire affected families in the villages visited in Dhemaji, approx 5-10% were displaced and living on the embankments, schools. With waters receding, people have started returning to their homes, thereby bringing down the number of persons in the relief camps. 

· In Lakhimpur- Around 10 houses in 6 villages are in the temporary shelter as their houses have been completely destroyed. It will take time for them to leave the shelter. Around 30 houses in the 6 visited villages have been observed as partially destroyed
Food security and livelihood

· As per the affected people, damage to the Paddy seedling is the significant livelihood problem. Sand casting on the agricultural land could have damage in further cropping in this monsoon period.  

· In some areas, agricultural land is still water logged and expected to remain so, and as per the local people, it will not be possible to cultivate these fields at least for another year. 

· However, no immediate food insecurity is observed as families are coping through existing food grain stock or relief provided by the government.  In Dhemaji district, affected family received 27 kg rice 4.5 kg Dal and 1 kg salt from the government. 

· In Lakhimpur district, govt. is providing food grains to all the affected families. In some villages 1 time and some villages 4 times. Each time per family 400 to 600 grams of rice, 500 grams of dal and 1 kg of salt.  

· Local markets are functioning well and essential commodities are available. No rise in prices of essential items is reported. 

· No detail agricultural damage assessment has been done yet so no compassion package announced yet. 

· Though the water started receding from the agricultural land but the future risk of inundation is very much there as plugging of the breached embankments has not been initiated yet.  

· Though the water started receding from the agricultural land but the further risk of inundation is very high as breached embankments not yet plugged
Child Protection

· A big population of children is affected by the flood. 

· All the flood affected children are staying with their families.

· Most of the children are living in damp/wet houses and some of the children are staying in temporary shelters on embankment.  

· Cases of skin diseases, cold and cough, fever and stomach problems are increasing in all the flood affected areas.  

· It has been observed that children are roaming around rivers which can put them in possible danger.   

Education

· No damage to school reported in the areas. 

· Most of the schools remain close for summer vacation. Flood water has inundated some of the LP and ME schools

Role of Government 

· In the assessed areas, as of now government has distributed one tarpaulin sheet to each affected family.

· Dhemaji District administration has also distributed 27 kg rice 4.5 kg Dal and 1 kg salt to the affected and displaced community in 3 times (9 Kg rice, 1&1/2 kg dal and 500 gm salt in one time).

· In Lakhimpur district, govt. is providing food grains to all the affected families. In some villages 1 time and some villages 4 times. Each time per family 400 to 600 grams of rice, 500 grams of dal and 1 kg of salt
· Health department temporary field medical camps are operational in different blocks and with supplies of essential medicines, field health workers and ASHA workers are closely monitoring the overall health condition.  

· Mobile health workers have been deputed in the field with essential medicine. . 
Role of NGOs and INGOs

· IGSS, RVC, TSSS and few other agencies operational in Dhemaji & Lahkimpur did rapid assessment and continuously monitoring the situation. 

· World Vision has planned to distribute 4000 family kit to the affected community of Lakhimpur. 

Presence of NGO’s in Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts:
· Rural volunteer Centre (RVC) 

· IGSSS is having 9-10 DRR staff in both the districts.

· TSSS

· People’s Action for Development (PAD) 

Overall Recommendations-
	Sector
	Short term (next 15 days)
	Mid-term

	WASH
	· Hygiene promotion work in the camp site and water inundated areas. 
· Periodic water testing at source and household level.

· Chlorination of the hand pumps which were submerged. 

· Provisioning of temporary latrine.

· Coordinate with the PHC in setting up health camps near to the affected villages. 

· Environmental cleanliness and close monitoring to prevent mosquito breeding. 
· Need for hygiene kits and drinking water in some places. Water container required to support some villages for storage of water to the displaced population as they carry from distance of 60 to 100 meter. 
	· Coordination with PHC and PHED for improved WASH situation. 

· Close monitoring of drinking water contamination as the embankments are not been repaired yet.   

	Shelter
	Tarpaulin is required for displaced families in affected blocks as the quality of the tarpaulin provided by the govt is not enough (quality & Quantity). 
	Advocacy for resettlement of the permanently displaced families.

Monitor the implementation by PRI and local administration of any compensation package declared by government. If not, advocate for a compensation package for the affected families

	Food Security and Livelihood
	There is no immediate unmet need of external food aid
	Detailed Livelihood sectoral assessment may reveal the long term impact of the crop loss and the intervention need either directly or through advocacy


	Advocacy
	Compensation for house and crop damage.


	Resettlement of permanently displaced families.

Erosion and Sand deposition.

Agricultural damage. 


Key Local Contacts GO/NGO (assessment team met)-

	Sl. No
	Name
	Organization/Designation
	Contact No

	1
	Jaideep Chowdhury
	District Project Officer- DDMA, Dhemaji 
	09435088805

	2
	Sadhan Sarkar
	Circle Officer – Junai
	09854522148

	3
	Gopal Chetri
	Ward Member- Silla Panchyat
	07896383821

	4
	Umakant Taid
	Multipurpose Worker- Block PHE
	09508062763

	5
	Dr. Rajeev Dutta Choudhury
	District Project Officer- DDMA, Lakhimpur
	

	6.
	Pemjit Narzary
	Ward Member, Silla Panchayat
	


For further details please contact IAG-Assam Secretariat 
� Assessed Area
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Embankment an approachable roads cutoff


in Jonai, Dhemaji District
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River water is at doorstep in Silla panchyat in Jonai, Dhemaji





�


Government installed shallow hand pumps in camps- Jonai Dhemaji 





�


Flood Water inundated agricultural land in Jonai, Dhemaji 





�


Displaced families taking shelters on the Embankments in Dhemaji.





�


Community struggling with the shelter in Dhemaji





�


Drinking Water source submerged in Sella Panchyat, Jonai- Dhemaji
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