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Background: Heavy rainfall in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam for the last two days has affected Sonitpur, Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts of Assam submerging villages and hitting a population of over 1.50 lakh, official sources said.

The Brahmaputra, its tributaries and other rivers flowing down from the upper reaches of Arunachal Pradesh were causing the first wave of floods in Assam submerging 105 villages in Lakhimpur district affecting 1.25 lakh people, the sources said. While the rising Humdiri River in Lakhimpur had overrun 15 new villages under Lakhimpur revenue circle overnight, the swollen Subansiri flowing down from the neighboring State was rising menacingly breaching an agricultural embankment. At least 20,000 hectares of agricultural land have been covered by the flood waters damaging standing crops there, the sources said. Four persons were drowned yesterday when the Ranganadi embankment breached at Kharkati under Lakhimpur revenue circle.

In Dhemaji district, the deluge caused by the swollen Jiadhal River affected Kachukhana, Ghuguha, Laumuri, Naruathan and other areas affecting 25,000 people, the sources said. The surging waters overtopping the National Highway 52 connecting Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts with Arunachal Pradesh closing traffic yesterday has, however, ebbed and movement of vehicles was restored today
Flood situation in Jonai Sub-Division of Dhemaji District: Incessant rains for the last several days in the upper reaches of neighboring Arunachal Pradesh have caused flash floods in Jonai subdivision of Dhemaji district in Assam affecting over 5,000 people.

Continuous rains for the last two weeks in the region have inundated vast riverine areas of the subdivision and damaged about 500 hectares of standing crops at Bera Chapori area of Bahir-Jonai and Rangpuria of Simen Chapori panchayats.

Sources in the civil administration here informed that about 5,300 people have been affected by flash floods. The overflowing waters of the mighty Brahmaputra and its main tributary, Lali River, have flooded at least two sites on 14th July 2011 and inundated 19 villages.

The situation has turned worst from the morning of 15th July when Lali River(tributary to Brahmaputra) due to excessive water pressure and erosion has breached the dyke at Bera Chapori and submerged vast areas in Bera Chapori, Sonowal Kathoni, Machua Camp, Tari Majgaon, Bera Milan, Rohitpur Deori, Kerker and Nalanipam.
A two person’s assessment team from RVC visited the worst flood affected areas of the Subdivision on 16th July 2011. The report on the situation is given as follows-

Assessment Report: 

Persons interviewed: 
01. Mr Boloram Chutia (Tari Maj Gaon)

02. Mr Dina Yadav (Bera Chapori)

03. Ms Gopal Saikia(Tari Maj Gaon)

04. Mr Biman Hazarika (Govt.  Teacher)

05. Mr Akshay Sarkar( Bera Chapori)

06. Mr Tej Prasad Sarkar(Bera Chapori)

District: Dhemaji 

Sub-Division: Murkongselek (Jonai)

Block: Murkongselek (Jonai)

Panchayats: Bahir Jonai & Bahir Sile

Nature of the Disaster: Flash flood due to breach on the embankment on Lali River as well as erosion by the Lali River. 

List of the affected villages (The worst affected villages are highlighted with Red background) along with the nos of HHs and population affected: 
	Sl. No.
	Name of the Panchayat
	Sl. No.
	Name of the Village
	Nos of HHs affected
	Nos of population affected

	1
	 Sile 
	1
	Tari Majgaon
	46
	278

	
	
	2
	Tari Kachari
	44
	274

	
	
	3
	No 1 Tari Basti
	88
	565

	
	
	4
	No 2 Tari Basti
	34
	224

	
	
	5.
	Bera Chapori
	54
	381

	
	
	6.
	Sonowal Kathoni
	35
	235

	
	
	7.
	Rabha Kathoni
	32
	226

	
	
	8.
	Malbhog
	40
	251

	
	
	9.
	Santipur
	30
	221

	
	
	10.
	Boginadi
	25
	167

	2
	Bahir Jonai
	11
	Nagaon
	28
	197

	
	
	12
	Nalanipam
	22
	160

	
	
	13
	Milan Tirtha
	48
	340

	
	
	14.
	Bera Mech Gaon
	21
	173

	
	
	15.
	Bera Joldubi
	43
	236

	
	
	16.
	Bolai Pam
	47
	224

	
	
	17.
	Ratanpur
	34
	188

	
	
	
	
	671
	4340


Damage to Shelter: During the assessment it has been found that 54 nos of houses of the following severely affected villages “Tari Majgaon/Tari Kacharii/No.1Tari Basti/No.2 Tari Basti/Bera Chapori/Nagaon” has been totally damaged. It has also been found during the assessment that more than 150 nos of houses of the severely affected villages have been partially damaged. 

Relief camp: During the assessment it has been found that 75 nos of families from the 6 worst affected villages are taking shelter on 3 nos of relief camps. Out of these 75 families 10 families are taking shelter on Bera Milan M.E. School, 49 families are taking shelter on embankment on Nagaon part and 16 nos of families are taking shelter on embankment on Tari Maj Gaon part. 
Source of drinking water: During the assessment it has been found that all most all the hand-pumps of the worst affected villages are either damaged or contaminated and people are using the unsafe water from the River or from ponds. Crisis of safe drinking water is one of the most potential risks identified during the assessment. It has also been witnessed during the assessment that although the people are using water from contaminated sources but negligible portions of the people are using any form of filters for purifying the water before consumption. 
Sanitation: During the assessment it has been learnt that near about 50% of the affected population use latrines (Katcha) during the normal time and near about 50% goes for open defecation. It has been found that the flood has damaged the existing latrines compelling the people to go for open defecation. Out of the 3- relief camps the relief camp in the Bera Milan M.E. School have latrines. No initiative has been taken by the Government or any other agency to make provision of latrines in the other 2 nos of relief camps. In the whole situation the women are suffering the most. Similar situation has been reported by the women who are still in the villages. 
Health:  Although there is no immediate evidences to link with the recent spate of flood but during the assessment 5-6 nos of cases of outbreak of Diarrhea has been reported from the Bera Maj Gaon village. Fever and cough among the children has been reported from almost all of the affected villages. Although Govt has not organized any health camps yet the ASHA workers and other Govt village level workers are providing medicine aids to the community. 
Road communication: The flash flood also damaged the PMGSY road(main road for  maintaining connectivity with the outer world)  being constructed from Oakland to Tari Gaon, breached at several portions within its span of 3 km. Moreover, most of the village roads are either fully or partially damaged and are still under water.

Loss of crops:  Almost all the transplanted seedling or standing crops of the worst affected 6 villages have been totally damaged where as major portion of the crops of the other affected villages have been damaged. Assessment is going on to estimate the damage in terms of land, crops and rupees. 
Government support: Government has provided food support in terms of Rice (300gms/per adult/per day for 3 days and 200 gms/per adult/per day for 3 days), Dal-1 Kg/per family, Salt-1 Kg/per family. 
In terms of support for emergency shelter Govt has provided 1 no of Tarpaulin sheets (15 feet X 12 feet) to 75 families 
Emergency need: During observation and discussion with the community it has been felt that needs of emergency shelter interms of Tarpaulin and bamboos is one of the prime emergency needs of the time. The other area of crisis that need emergency response is Water and sanitation in terms of safe drinking water provision, water purifying measures, construction of latrines etc. 
Note: Updated situation as on 18th July 2011

The water started receding from the evening of 17th July 2011 but the water level has started rising again from the morning of 18th July 2011 due to incessant heavy rains in the upper reaches of Arunachal Hills. 

As per report received from the affected areas new villages have been inundated by the flood water from today evening. Among the newly affected villages Kerker, Haripur Deori, Haripur Mishing, Joldubi are the worst affected. 
Numbers of relief camps have increased to 5. 38 families from the newly affected villages have been shifted to temporary relief camps constructed on the embankment. In absence of engine boats evacuation has been done using Country boats under the supervision of the Sub-Divisional Officer and staffs of Inland Water Transport department. The Government is in the process to mobilize engine boats to the affected area which is 150 Kilometres from the District HQ along the River Brahmaputra. It is expected that the engine boats will reach the affected locations by today night. The situation reflects that more people will have to be evacuated to safer places by today night. . 
 RVC is taking stock of the situation continuously and maintaining close coordination with the District DDMA and Office of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Jonai Sub-Division. 
End of the document……..
