IAG TN, MIINUTES OF EMERGENCY MEETING ON CYCLONE THANE 

HELD ON 31ST DEC 11 @CASA, CHENNAI, 2.00 PM

Members Present
1. Mr.Samuel Peter – Habitat for Humanity, Chennai

2. Mrs.Saulina Arnold, Tamil Nadu Voluntary Health Associations, Chennai

3. Mr.Meenakshinathan, Indian Red Cross Society, Chennai

4. Mr.Deva Balan, CARE India, Chennai

5. Ms.Madhumathi, ADRA, Chennai

6. Ms.Preetha, CRS, Chennai

7. Mr.Christy, CARITAS, Chennai

8. Mr.Marian James, Rural Upliftment Center – Nagercoil

9. Mr.Jisho Jacob, Indian Red Cross Society, Chennai

10. Mr.Arputharaj, World Vision India, Chennai
11. Joseph Sahayam, CASA Chennai (Convenor IAG TN)

The Context 
· The preparedness mechanism focused most on the Coastal Belt of East Coast. The impacts of the Cyclonic wind were felt beyond 25 kms affecting the interior parts of Cuddalore and Pondicherry. Interestingly the Cyclone which crossed between Cuddalore and Pondicherry has created a spur of heavy rains with winds in some of the Interior parts of Tamil Nadu beyond Cuddalore which was not expected.  This eventually has created havoc, where the roof of huts/tiled house and trees were uprooted. The impacts on these lines were visible more in Cuddalore, Pondicherry and in some areas of Nagapattinam which borders Chidambaram (Cuddalore). The death toll as of now is  37 where 35 have died in Tamil Nadu and 2 in Pondicherry
· As the wind of the Thane was around 120 to 130 kms which has lead to the destruction of electric Poles, uprooting of trees causing widespread damage to infrastructure. Thousands of trees have been uprooted. Electricity and communication seems to be a major problem, though it has been restored in certain pockets. The failure in electricity and communication mechanism is also resulting in delayed assessments from the Government Side. It is hoped that the government would able to provide information on assessments by 2nd Jan 2012.
· Both the fishing community and agricultural community seems to have been affected in terms of livelihood also as the fishing communities could not venture into the sea for sometime and now the agricultural communities have lost their paddy and other cultivation. This is the harvest time in Tamil Nadu

· The members also expressed the limitation in collecting information in a situation where communications have failed. As still most of the members agencies were not able to contact either their partners or the community through email or mobile. However all the member agencies are trying to get information/assessment from their respective field area 
· The information available as of now gave a picture that there is an immediate need like food/dry rations and NFI. As huts, mud walled houses and tiled houses have been damaged, where roof of houses have been uprooted, the need is felt in Shelter also. Media reports also do give the impact of Cyclone Thane on Shelter were many houses have been damaged (fully and partially), The government assessments would give a clear picture on the level of need. 
· Habitat for Humanity is planning to provide shelter Kits in Pondicherry, CASA is planning to provide cooked food in around 60 villages in Cuddalore and Sirkazhi area of Nagapattinam, where in around 10 villages the feeding start from 31st onwards. Red Cross with support of Lions Club are providing 600 relief Kits 

Way Ahead
· It was decided that IAG members may initiate primary assessment in Shelter Camps

· Assess Relief Camps with Partners or Directly
· What are the facilities available and the special needs

· Get Damage Assessment Data from the respective District Administrations / Taluks 

· Identify Gaps in the interventions as of now. 

· Also look into providing a simplified format developed by CRS may be reviewed and used.
· The next meeting was scheduled to be held in the Afternoon of Wednesday, 4th Jan 2012.
· It is expected the members’ agencies would be able to provide assessments by that time. 

· Members also agreed to share across the information on Assessments as and when they get it. 

