Coordination meeting minutes Puducherry 4th Jan 2012 is given below:

Seven NGOs HOPE, RISE, FXB, ANBALAYAM, KARUNALAYAM, PSDF, ADORE participated in the meeting.

P. Joseph Victor Raj, HOPE explained that during Tsunami the NGOs were able to reach the affected villages within 2 hours, because only the coastal villages were affected; the other areas were not experiencing any problem of power cut, water cut, road blockade, etc. Whereas during Thane, all the localities in Puducherry were affected; none of the residents were advised to venture out for the next 24 hours; uprooted trees blocked the roads, phone and mobile phone communication collapsed due to fallen cellphone towers and severed telephone wires. Even the NGOs themselves were affected, their staff were affected; hence NGOs could not visit any affected villages outside their locality and provide any relief.

HOPE along with BEDROCK Team has started visiting the affected villages from 2nd January onwards and found that the villages are very badly affected and the relief announced by the Government i.e. Rs.2000/- is not at all enough to the affected community. However, it is difficult to provide relief to all the 71 Panchayats in 5 Communes and 79 Wards in 2 Municipalities. Hence there is a need for an assessment of affected villages to find out the `most affected' and their immediate needs.

He further explained that during tsunami, HOPE wanted to implement a project namely TRIP (Tsunami Rehabilitation Information Project), to document and share the information on who is doing what and where, which was not sanctioned by the approached INGO.

There was high overlapping in the service provided by the NGOs and there were also negligence due to ignorance of the existence of hamlets and dalit settlements to each of the affected villages.

To avoid this, the NGO Co-ordination Meeting has been arranged now and requested the participants to share who is doing what in which village. FXB mentioned tha tthey have provided some relief materials in Chinnakalapet; and Anbalayam mentioned that they have provided some relief in their surroundings in Oulgaret and HOPE had distributed packs of candles to the HOPE SHG members.

He stressed that since we do not know any information except that 7 lives are lost, 17,012 hectares of paddy fields and also coconuts, bananas, casuarinas and sugarcane had been damaged, besides 80,000 huts and 124 power transformers, we can not involve in any relief now. Hence there is an urgent need for data collection; hence the co-ordinated training was arranged by HOPE; the format for data collection was provided by BEDROCK.

Hence, the NGOs have to cooperate in this data collection, so that the most affected are identified and our services are directed towards them.

Ms. Anne George, BEDROCK explained that a NETWORK is essential to carry out the relief of this extent. Sphere India has promoted IAG (Inter Agency Group); HOPE has been providing information to them from time to time. It will be good to start the Puducherry Branch for Sphere India. Though it does not provide any funds, it will provide lot of information on disaster preparedness and response.

The NGOs agreed that there is a need for Network for Thane Relief in Puducherry and expressed that HOPE can lead this in Puducherry. They expressed that they will be part of the data collection in some villages; and support the initiative in other villages.

Ms. Anne George thanked them and informed about the IAG Meeting in Cuddalore on 5th Jan and invited all the members to participate in the programme.

The participants thanked HOPE for organising this meeting; and thanked BEDROCK for guiding the data collection and providing information about possible support for Medical Camp and Educational Assistance.

With regards,
Victor
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